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A Message from the President
Dear Members,
Another fall has rolled around, and with it the
NSLA Board begins another term. Your 20162017 Board is largely unchanged as many
members begin the second year of a two-year
term. On the Board for another year are: Tim
Jackson, Treasurer; By-Laws Convener,
Katharine McCoubrey; Ros Morrison, Newsletter Convener; Jenn Atkinson, Nominations
Convener; Kelli Wooshue, Public Relations
1 and
Promotions Convener; Website Convener, Greg
Hayward; Financial Examiner, Peter Glenister;
and Kristel Fleuren-Hunter, 2016 Conference
Convener, who joins the Board as Professional
Development Convener. Yvette Frost joins this
Board this year as our Secretary, Charlotte
Janes and Wendy Trimper will serve as the 2017
Conference Co-Conveners, and Dale MacMillan
also joins as Membership Convener.

Thank you retiring Board members, Trecia
Schell and Brandon Uhlman, for your
contribution and many years of service on NSLA
Board. Your commitment has been greatly
appreciated. I also want to thank our 2015-2016
Secretary, Meghan Fillmore, who stepped into
the position last fall with no NSLA experience,
and did a great job of recording and producing
the minutes and reports of our Board meetings!
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At the 2016 AGM in late September, the NSLA
By-Laws and Standing Orders were amended to
lengthen the term of NSLA President and Vice
President to two years each. Both Ann-Marie
Mathieu, Vice President and President-Elect,
and I were happy to continue for one more year
in our 2015-2016 positions with the
Association. For this year the position of Past
President is vacant.
Photo by R. Morrison
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A Message from the President (from previous page)
Well, the lovely Pictou Lodge and Beach Resort
certainly delivered a sense of place for our annual
conference the last weekend of September. Even some
wet and windy weather couldn’t dampen the spirit of
our fantastic 2016 conference! Of course, a sampling of
local spirits and craft beer, a bite of delicious chocolate
and other tasty morsels, go a long way to making one
feel comfortable in a tent in stormy weather! It was
worth a rainy Friday, though, to awaken the next
morning to blue sky and sparkling water with a crisp
1
autumn breeze blowing. Perfect!
If the resort gave us a sense of place, Pictou-Antigonish
Regional Library definitely created a sense of
community with their warm, informal, friendly hosting.
Many thanks to Eric Stackhouse and PARL staff for your
support and work to make the 2016 conference a resounding success. Deepest thanks, in particular, to Kristel Fleuren-Hunter, Conference Convener, for your
time, energy and dedication over months of planning
and a relaxed on-site style that made everything flow
with seamless ease. Heartfelt thanks to Trecia Schell for
all of your planning efforts, conference work and excellent food ordering! Thank you as well to the rest of the
Conference Planning Committee, conference volunteers, speakers, exhibitors, session conveners, anyone
else who gave of their time, and our conference partner, LBANS. We hope that everyone who attended had
a good conference experience.
It will be a busy year ahead with initiatives underway to
mark Canada’s 150th birthday, and plans to strengthen
communication within the Association, provide
professional development opportunities to members,
4
continue to participate in and support provincial and

national partnerships, build our membership,
and most importantly, deliver value for your
NSLA membership. If you have any concerns,
issues or questions, or news to share, please
do not hesitate to be in touch.
Cindy Lelliott, President 2016-2017
president@nsla.ns.ca
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NSLA/LBANS Conference 2016 - Sense of Place
By Kristel Fleuren-Hunter, 2016 Conference Convenor

The 2016 NSLA/LBANS Joint Conference, which took
place from Sept. 23-25, was a big success. With an
attendance of approximately 100 people, attendees
came away with lots of new ideas and were able to
meet, share, and talk with colleagues both new and
old. Pictou Lodge, with its oceanside setting,
provided a beautiful location to not only explore
professional development opportunities but also to
relax and enjoy the surroundings.

Sessions ranged from programming for all ages
(Books, Babies…and Seniors) to technology (Building
a Makerspace) to information about incorporating
art into libraries, and much more. Arguably, one of
the most talked-about sessions at the conference
showed attendees how to make fantastic creations
using donated and weeded books.

A special thank you to all of our conference
speakers. Their enthusiasm and knowledge provided
some wonderful topics for discussion and new ideas.
Without them, there would be no conference.

Photo by R. Morrison

Carol Wilkie and Pat Smith showed
a very eager group of participants
how to make crafts (and clothing)
using donated and weeded books.
Photo by Crystal WallaceMacEachern

Photo by R. Morrison
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More Conference Pictures!

@KimLegge2 Sept 24
@NSLAssn#SENSEOFPLACENSLA
@ssplibraries

Looking good at NSLA banquet

A little naughty? Well we’ll see. #NSLA2016
#senseofplace

Jai Soloy @JaiSoloy Sep 24
Smiling #avrilibrary faces at the NSLA
conference. #NSLA2016

Vol. 44 No. 1
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Congratulations to Our Award Winners!
Article by Ann-Marie Mathieu, Vice-President, NSLA

Janet Pelley is the 2016 recipient of the Nova Scotia
Library Association’s Norman Horrocks Award for Library
Leadership. This award recognizes library leadership in the
Nova Scotia library community, and is given in recognition of
distinguished contributions of lasting significance to the
promotion and development of library service in Nova
Scotia. Janet has been with Colchester-East Hants Public
Library for almost 40 years, and began as Library Director for
the Region in September of 1993. She has been a tireless
worker and strong leader for supporting library workers, and
encouraging excellence in library services to our
communities. Janet leads by example, and what an example
the new Central Library in Truro has turned out to be!

Janet Pelley receiving award.
Photo by C. Lelliott

Tara MacNeil is the 2016 Nova Scotia Library Association’s Emile
Theriault Library & Information Technology Award recipient. This
award recognizes the efforts of a library staff member who has made a
major contribution to their library community. Tara
began her
employment with Cape Breton Regional Library in 2004, and currently
is the Programmes Coordinator at CBRL. When Tara is not actually
conducting programmes at one of CBRL's 14 library branches, she is
sharing craft ideas, disseminating Storytime resources, and providing
support to branch staff so that quality programmes are being
conducted across the region. Tara's strength is her ability to bring to
life the library's mission of strengthening and inspiring the community.
Tata MacNeil receiving award.
Photo by C. Lelliott
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A Stroll Through the Garden of Reading
Article & photos submitted by Tim Jackson, Annapolis Valley Regional Library

In September, Annapolis Valley Regional Library began a
partnership with Acadia University Library and NSCC
Kingstec Library to offer leisure reading to their students.
Neither library has a budget for fiction, yet they understand the importance of leisure reading for fun and as a
stress relief. This project has been modeled after a successful partnership between Pictou-Antigonish Regional
Library and St. Francis Xavier University.
Here’s how it works: Acadia and Kingstec registered as
institutions. A collection of 50 books is then signed out to
each institution for 6 weeks, with no fines. The books
have a band similar to our ILL bands. Acadia and Kingstec
then create brief records for the books and check them
out to students through their libraries with a three week
loan period. Students then return the books back to the
campus libraries.

Acadia librarians Maggie and Britanie

Corey at Kingstec.

Vol. 44 No. 1

On September 13, AVRL’s Community Engagement
team of Angela Reynolds, Jai Soloy, Tim Jackson, Carin
Cress, and Corey Tuscadero launched ‘The Garden of
Reading’ leisure reading collection at NSCC Kingstec in
Kentville, and at Acadia University on September 22.
The enthusiastic staff of both campus libraries offered
snacks and hot beverages for the students, while the
Community Engagement team was on hand to display
the leisure reading collection, and register students
interested in obtaining an AVRL library card. Of
course, photo ops with Corey were very popular. We
explained the many resources available through the
public library, such as downloadable eBooks, audio
books, magazines, Tutor.com online homework help,
databases, and COTTON CANDY!! By the end of
September, 48 sessions of Tutor.com had been
accessed, 25 of those at the college intro level, up
from a scant 1 or 2 in the previous 12 months.

9

Corey at Acadia University.

Acadia, Kingstec, and AVRL are very excited about this
partnership. Perhaps we will gain some new patrons
while offering some leisure reading to an untapped
source.

Storytime Pumpkin People in Kentville
Pictures submitted by Angela Reynolds, Annapolis Valley Regional Library
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Lumière at the McConnell Library
By Kat Nicholson, Cape Breton Regional Library

On September 24, the Cape Breton Regional Library
once again participated in Lumière, Sydney's
annual art-at-night festival. Since the organizers
typically only locate a few exhibitors in the library,
staff opted to boost the library's appeal by creating
extra exhibits: a sing-along 'campfire' for kids, a
‘percussion tree’, Ukrainian dancers, a community
collage where visitors combined pictures and
phrases from discarded books, a series of flashing
storm clouds, ghost story sessions with the our Storyteller-in-residence, and magnetic poetry sets
made from the titles of discarded books. Patrons
really responded to the participatory nature of the
exhibits – more than 1500 visited in five hours.

Percussion Tree, Lumière 2016
Photo submitted by Tara MacLean

Discard Book Art Event, Lumière 2016

Photo submitted by Tara MaclLean
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Ukranian Dancers
Lumière 2016

Photo submitted by Tara
MacLean

Our Community in Stories: Seniors Storytelling
By Tara MacNeil, Cape Breton Regional Library

This spring Cape Breton Regional Library (CBRL), in
partnership with the Beaton Institute (Cape Breton
University) launched a project around seniors and
storytelling, giving seniors an opportunity to meet in
their community and share their memories about
the people and place they grew up. There have
been ten storytelling sessions so far, with over 250
participants. The sessions have been open to the
whole community and they are being recorded so
that a collection of the stories can be organized into
a booklet and shared. There are also plans to make
a DVD of some of the storytellers we’ve met over
the course of the project.

Cape Breton Island has a rich culture that includes
both a rural and industrial history. Through the
years, many cultures have settled on Cape Breton
Island and have left their mark. With Our
Community in Stories we hope to capture and share
our seniors’ stories.
Merle Richardson (Project Co-ordinator) and Ronald
Labelle (CBRL’s Storyteller in Residence) have been
great facilitators on this project and New Horizons
for Seniors funding has made this project possible.
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News from Cumberland Public Libraries
Submitted by Denise Corey, Library Director

Branches & Outreach
The Municipality of Cumberland County has purchased land in Pugwash on which to build a new
multipurpose centre that would include a new
library. It’s still a long way in the future but steps
are being taken.
Our Youth Services Librarian, Jenn Atkinson, has
been attending various school open houses to
promote the library.
We’ve added Instagram to our social media tools.
Follow us at Cumberland_pl.

Photo by R. Morrison

Activities/Programs
Next year is the library’s 50th anniversary. Staff
are working on ideas to celebrate the momentous
occasion. Thus far we have several authors lined
up to visit throughout the year, as well as musical
guests, and of course there will be lots of cake.
Our CART program (Children & Adults Reading
Together) will be offered in all branches of the
library for its 10th year. CART is an 8 week preschool literacy program for children and caregivers. The program is made possible by a grant
from the Family Literacy Initiative Endowment
Fund.
Changes to our Summer Reading Club to include
things like library visits and more activities increased our participation by 5%.

Photo by R. Morrison
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September was PokeMonth at CPL. We had
PokeParties and an ongoing scavenger hunt in all
the branches. The scavenger hunt was a huge
success and we used the books received from
Adopt-a-Library as prizes to all those who participated.
We’re once again partnering with the Tantramar
Seniors College to offer programming. This year
we will be doing a Canada Reads program.
Staff
We had two students from NSCC with us this
Spring, one from the Library and Information
Technology program and one from Business Administration.

Four staff and two board members attended the
NSLA/LBANS conference at the Pictou Lodge.
Denise Corey and Laura Emery presented on
their bookish podcast “BookRage” (find it on
iTunes or SoundCloud).

Photo by R. Morrison

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
Deadline for submissions for the Winter/Spring newsletter is
March 15, 2017
Send your articles, updates, and story ideas to the newsletter convenor
at newsletter@nsla.ns.ca with the subject line
“NSLA Newsletter—Winter/Spring 2017.”
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Celebrate the new Truro Library!

Photo by Megan Cameron
Photo by

The grand opening of the new Truro Branch, Colchester-East Hants Public Library,
was held on November 19, 2016.
It’s a wonderful fresh library space and patrons and staff are loving it.
See the writeup of the opening in the Truro Daily News.
See more at the regional website http://lovemylibrary.ca/

Vol. 44 No. 1
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Halifax Public Libraries Launching Boundless Growth
Submitted by Kasia Morrison, Halifax Public Libraries

Do you ever feel like you are a 13-year old
entering into a big stretch that turns into a
massive growth spurt? Halifax Public Libraries is
in the middle of a “reach for the sky” kind of
stretch, and this is what has happened so far.
It all begins with the future – Public engagement is our number one step toward a five-year
strategic plan. Let’s Talk Libraries rolled out with
a pop-up style and personalized charm. We had
online surveys for community members and
staff, and we used different, engaging methods
for encouraging them to submit their thoughts.
Upcoming results: new brand, new vision and
mission statement, new website, and a clear
sense of us pulling together [where the heck
we’re going].

Movable Walls – An innocent question led to a multiphased overhaul of an outdated system of circulation
procedures. What do you see, in your neighbourhood, as barriers to library use? So far, this feedback
has helped us reduce the number of procedures by
40% and has allowed for a more responsive attitude
toward our community members, especially
vulnerable citizens. There’s more to do (lots more),
but we’re getting there.
The Big 5-0 – Big love has been pouring into Halifax
North Memorial Public Library as the Library kicked
off the anniversary year with a casual yet creative
birthday celebration in October. North Branch has
been the launching point for numerable, valuable
community organizations, and has produced a legacy
of youth work that is enduringly admirable.

Perfecting our Welcome – Conversational and
formal language learning, fine art and group
crafts, drama and performance workshops,
multilingual info videos and technology classes—
Halifax Public Libraries has broadened its basic
services to newcomers by tapping into former
newcomers’ understanding and creativity.
Volunteer support and new customer
participation has been moving.
Deepening Storytime – Youth programs at some
branches have partnered with accessibility
organizations to augment our approach. Hence,
Nova Scotia Speech and Hearing playgroup,
Sensory Story and Activity Time, and special
branch collections (e.g. Autism Nova Scotia
collection) are being shared, tested, and
perfected. And for adults, we have ventured into
a partnership with Reachability to produce a
new podcast called Heart of the City (HOTCity).

Photo by R. Morrison
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Writing Workshops: Libraries & Partners
Submitted by Holly MacLean, Pictou-Antigonish Regional Library

Words have the strength to tell a compelling story,
but sometimes even the most skilled writer has
room for self-improvement. That’s why, thanks to
an endowment from the Pictou County Writers
Group along with financial support from the Town
of Pictou - Parks & Recreation through a New
Horizons grant from the NS Department of Seniors,
public libraries with Pictou-Antigonish Regional
Library hosted a variety of writing workshops led by
authors that included: John Ashton, Chris Benjamin,
Jon Tattrie, Sheree Fitch, Linda Little and Monica
Graham. The workshops ranged in subject, from
building storyboards to developing characters in

fiction. The authors, who shared their skills and
expertise with other writers of various abilities,
added something unique to each workshop.
“Being able to learn from local writers has been
motivating and inspiring. Chris, Jon and Sheree
are talented both in the written word and in
their ability to teach, ensuring any writer can
be proud to call Nova Scotia (and Pictou
County) home,” says Sarah Butland, local
author and workshop attendee.
With November being National Novel Writing
Month, it’s also a great opportunity to collect
inspiration for the next writing adventure!

Colourful Creations for Culture Days:
Article & photo submitted by Holly MacLean, Pictou-Antigonish Regional Library

Culture Days at the Library took place at the end of
September and some of the libraries with PARL were
hot spots for artistic creations. Along with creative
crafting for Imagination Saturdays and knitting
groups making amazing and warm items, on the walls
of the New Glasgow Library local artist Shelia Green
displayed her Portraits with Personality exhibit that
included 15-20 pieces, chosen by the artist herself.
In the Stellarton library, they held a five-day
community art fair to coincide with Culture Days that
included small paintings, watercolours, knitted items,
and various other forms of art on display. The Stellar
Knitters, who meet weekly, displayed squares that
will be sent to South Africa where they will be pieced
together by quilters in that country and distributed
to people in need.

Artwork by Shelia Green
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Changing Seasons, Changing Staffing
Article & photo submitted by Holly MacLean, Pictou-Antigonish Regional Library

As we wish Fern MacDonald, Web Services Manager with the
Pictou-Antigonish Regional Library, a happy retirement we
would like to welcome Jess Davey to the role of Web
Services Manager.

Jess’s love of libraries and technology started early. Along
with being a self-proclaimed book enthusiast at an early age,
her mother was also a volunteer librarian at the elementary
school she attended and helped kids with computers circa
the 1990s (you know…when things were on floppy disks and
Internet access was a rarity). Fast forward to her formal
education and on-the-job training; after attaining her BA
with honours from St. FX she began her career with the
library through the Community Access Program, moving into
the full-time position of Youth Web Intern in 2010, and the
position of Web Assistant shortly afterwards.

Jess Davey

For Jess, one of the most appealing parts about the library is
accessibility, and the opportunity to provide free access to
technology for those who may not be able to benefit from it
is key.
“Technology is a great equalizer and partnering with the
library makes it even more so. What’s amazing about
technology with the library is that we can bring it to you
through our website, or you can access it with us at any of
our library locations. It can be wherever people need it to be,
and accessible for people with various needs,” she says.
When she’s not at work, she’s in front of the screen of a
different kind playing video games, gardening, writing fiction
and spending time with her friends, family and dogs. She
gets experimental in the kitchen, much to the delight of her
co-workers, and makes a mean batch of lemon-glazed
cookies! Welcome to your new role Jess!

Celebrate
Library
Staff!
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PARL’s STREAM Summer Learning Program
Article & photos submitted by Holly MacLean, Pictou-Antigonish Regional Library

They came, they learned and they won! Yes, this year’s
summer learning program activities were a hit at libraries
in Pictou and Antigonish counties. The bike winners were:
Lily Easterly (Antigonish), Jaden Cormier (Westville) and
Jack Beaton (Pictou). A special thanks to the Adopt-aLibrary Literacy Program for donating the bikes, along with
staff and community partners who made this year’s summer programs such a huge success!

Lily Easterly

Jaden Cormier

Jack Beaton

Vol. 44 No. 1
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A Passion for Preservation:
the Story of Pearl Fraser, HMHS Llandovery Castle & the Great War
Article & photos submitted by Holly MacLean, Pictou-Antigonish Regional Library

For Pictou-Antigonish Regional Library’s
reference and heritage clerk, Debbie Clark,
who works in the New Glasgow library, every
day is a historical treasure hunt. Some days, it’s
because people bring their items in to trace
their family tree or to map out the history of
their ancestors. Other times, it’s piecing
together information collected and residing in
the Heritage Room at the New Glasgow Library
(courtesy of the long-standing partnership with
the Pictou County Roots Society) for local,
national and international visitors. This day
started like any other but, thanks to a phone
call from researcher Tinker McKay with St.
Pauls Anglican Church located in downtown
Halifax, she was able to help one of the oldest
churches in Nova Scotia with an exhibit that
had a local connection.

While a library and a church are very different
settings, one thing is for certain; it takes a person
passionate about the preservation of the past to
organize, catalogue and archive items. Tinker, a
history buff, came from a long line of historical enthusiasts. After suffering through self-proclaimed "empty
nest syndrome" she began volunteering for the parish
in a variety of ways. Realizing there was a desperate
need for preserving, cataloguing and archiving the
collection, she persuaded the church to join the
Council of Nova Scotia Archives (CSNA). A group of
parishioners formed the St.
Paul's Archives
Committee and, with the advice of the CNSA the
committee, began to organize and archive countless
items. Tinker worked on the preservation of more
than three thousand original marriage licences and
banns documents dating 1753 - 1864, their storage in
archivally-correct folders and boxes, and the building
of a database for almost instant information retrieval.

20
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The marriage licence database was so useful it was
obvious that the creation of a database for baptisms was
essential. Currently, it is possible to find a baptism
recorded by the clergy of St. Paul's from 1753 to the mid
1920's. Adding to the database continues to be an
ongoing project.
When St. Paul's decided to mark the centenary of the
Great War with an exhibit "For King and Country", a
10-panel exhibition of photographs, sketches and
excerpts from texts and personal correspondence to
describe the character and qualities of the young
soldiers that joined the war effort, Tinker knew there
would be a wealth of information to showcase. She also
noticed that one thing was missing in the exhibit: the
story of a woman. After finding a series of letters from a
local contact in Pictou County and collecting other facts,
she knew the story of the torpedoed hospital ship HMHS
Llandovery Castle and Nursing Sister Margaret Marjory
(Pearl) Fraser had to be shared. Pearl Fraser was the
Matron of thirteen Canadian Army nurses drowned off
the coast of Ireland on June 27, 1918 when their ship
was attacked by a German U-boat. Born in New
Glasgow, she was a daughter of Lieutenant Governor of
Nova Scotia Duncan Cameron Fraser. The Frasers had
lost a son earlier in 1918 when Lieutenant James Gibson
Laurier Fraser was killed in action in France on March 4.
After telling Pearl Fraser's story, including a written
account of the disaster from the only survivor of the
nurses' lifeboat, Sergeant Arthur Knight, Tinker knew
she needed more information. That's when she
connected with Debbie Clark.
What initially began as a request to provide an
accompanying photo for the exhibit turned into much
more. Debbie was able to provide articles from a few
local papers at the time including The Eastern Chronicle
(on microfilm) to complement the letters and additional
information that Tinker already secured. The photo,
along with the story, was a grim reminder of impact the
Great War had on everyone near and far. While the

exchange of information between Tinker and
Debbie was something often done over the
phone and through electronic means, their
mutual passion for uncovering history is something that unites the two. They were able to
meet up in the Spring and Tinker took Debbie
on a tour of St. Pauls Anglican Church.
“This experience really opened my eyes to the
amount of information that they have
archived, but also digitized, like a portion of
the marriage and baptism records. I think that
sometimes people fail to see that the church
was often seen as a gathering place where
people entrusted their most important
information to - just as much as it was a place
of worship,” says Debbie.
For Tinker, the connection with Debbie at the
New Glasgow Library was an important one
because it helped her put the facts and pieces
together.
“If you didn’t have reference librarians, no one
would know where to go, and Google can only
take you so far,” says Tinker.
Whether it’s a professional or personal connection with the public library, for some people
libraries are places that have books and other
reading material to borrow. This story reminds
us that they are indeed becoming much more.

Vol. 44 No. 1
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Dining for a Cause at the Yarmouth Library
Article & photo submitted by Ian White, Western Counties Regional Library

People enjoyed an evening of fine dining and
entertainment for a good cause at Izaak Walton
Killam Memorial Library on Saturday, Oct. 22.
Dining Among the Stacks, with presenting sponsor
Scotiabank, is a fundraiser to support Western
Counties Regional Library’s Literacy Legacy Fund.
“It’s a good way to support literacy and celebrate
the library while having fun,” says regional library
director Erin Comeau. The library’s charitable
association is working to establish the Literacy
Legacy Fund and grow it over the years to help the
library maintain and enhance its collection and
services every year. “We haven’t had a significant
funding increase in over seven years,” she says.
“We are looking to establish a funding source to
help sustain and expand the assortment of books
and other materials for the public.”
The meal included wine, appetizers, a choice of
soup or salad, entrées and dessert, coffee or tea
prepared and served by Sebastien’s Gourmet &
Catering. The evening included music, readings, a

silent auction, live painting auction, and a book
bonanza. The live music featured members of
Zebo, based in Yarmouth County. Zebo plays an
eclectic mix of Middle Eastern and Eastern
European folk music, along with jazz standards
and show tunes. Five local writers presented 10
readings, and artist Michel Doucet painted on site
and his work was auctioned off. The evening
ended with the book bonanza which involved
rolling out 90 new, quality books wrapped in
paper. People purchased a book for $20. One
book
contained
the
“Happily-Ever-After”
bookmark with the purchaser of that book taking
home a reading nook consisting of a chair, side
table, throw rug and lamp from Leon’s Yarmouth.
“We hoped to put on a fun, memorable event for
all, but we were also asking people to bring their
wallets to support a great cause,” says Comeau.
Tickets were $100 each and a charitable income
tax receipt was issued for half the price. The event
was sold out. It was expected to raise
approximately $10,000 for the fund.

Tenasitee Robbins enjoying Dinner Among the Stacks.
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Shelburne Library Expanding!
Article & photo submitted by Ian White, Western Counties Regional Library

The expansion of the community room at the McKay
Memorial Library, Western Counties Regional
Library, started this October following a funding
announcement on July 27 at the Shelburne Library.
Bernadette Jordan, Member of Parliament for the
South Shore-St. Margarets, announced the library is
receiving a $85,487 grant through the Atlantic
Canada Opportunities Agency (ACOA)’s Innovative
Communities Fund. In addition to this funding, the
Municipality of the District of Shelburne and the
Town of Shelburne are each contributing $10,000.
The Shelburne Library Building Association
has fundraised $50,000.
“The Government of Canada is pleased to work with
the Shelburne Library Building Association to
enhance the offerings and capabilities within the
McKay Memorial Library,” Jordan said. “This building
serves as a focal point for the area and aligning its
capacity with the needs of its community is
pertinent to successful community infrastructure.”
Bob Legere, chair of the Shelburne Building
Association, was pleased to see the project launched
after years of hard work. “The Shelburne Library
Building Association is thrilled to see this project
finally get off the ground. This all started with a
bequest that was made by the Bower family who
wanted to help create a small reading area in the
library,” he said. “Once consultations began, it
quickly became apparent that the community
wanted more in terms of space than just a new
reading area.” He said the expansion and
renovations to the McKay Memorial Library’s
meeting spaces will allow for more people to gather
and participate in community activities and events.
“We are grateful to all the donors, funders and
everyone who helped transform this idea into a
reality,” he added.

The project will expand the community room,
making it available outside of library hours, and
will reconfigure and diversify existing sections of
the library. It will provide more open workspace to
volunteers and community members as well as
small businesses who seek private space for
meetings. Additionally, exhibit space for local
artisans will be incorporated throughout the
library to maximize sales potential and gain
exposure.
In a statement, The Honourable Navdeep Bains,
Minister of Innovation, Science and Economic
Development and Minister responsible for the
Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency said,
“Smart, targeted investments in community
infrastructure help to drive local economic growth
and strengthen the middle class. That’s why we’re
pleased to invest in the McKay Memorial Library.
In addition to modernizing an invaluable
community space, the training and skills
development programming will help local citizens
to generate new economic activity.”

Vol. 44 No. 1
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Celebrating 40 Years of Library Service
Article & photo submitted by Ian White, Western Counties Regional Library

Cheers for
Library

Staff!
Yarmouth senior library clerk Yvette Frost, left,
receives her 40th anniversary of work certificate
from Yarmouth librarian Deborah Duke (right) at
the Izaak Walton Killam Memorial Library on Sept.
29, 2016. The library is part of the Western Counties
Regional Library system.

NSLA
Supporting Nova Scotia’s libraries and library staff!
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Professional Storyteller Tour – Summer 2016
Article & photos submitted by Ray Fernandes, Nova Scotia Provincial Library

From July 13 to August 4, 2016, professional
Storyteller Anne Glover (http://anneglover.ca)
delivered 29 shows to 903 children and their
families in public libraries across NS. The Tour
was organized by the Council of Youth Services
(COYS), with funding provided by NSLA.
The shows were well received by participants.
Evaluations from staff were very positive and
commended Anne for her ability to connect
and engage with audiences of all ages, as well
as her ability to involve audiences in the stories
and delivering fun and captivating shows.
Two professional development workshops on
storytelling were organized and offered free to
NSLA members and public library youth
services staff. A total of 45 staff enjoyed the
opportunity to come together and share with

their colleagues. Participants rated the workshops
highly and reported feeling engaged and challenged
to break out of the traditional library storytime model
and make more use of storytelling in their
programming.
Just a week before the NS tour began, Anne was
awarded the “2016 Storykeeper Award” by the Storytellers of Canada for her outstanding work. The
award was further evidence of her professionalism
and the high quality of her work. Nova Scotia was
lucky to have her!
COYS is grateful to NSLA for their financial support of
this project through the NSLA Professional Support
and Development Fund. Additional financial support
was provided by the Department of Communities
Culture & Heritage’s Cultural and Youth Activities
Program, and the Nova Scotia Provincial Library.
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The NSLA Professional Support & Development Fund (NSLA PS&D Fund)
provides grants for projects or activities that will further the aims and
objectives of NSLA such as supporting the professional development of
members and encouraging innovative collaborative projects that
strengthen the Nova Scotia Library community.

NSLA Professional Support & Development Fund

Two Grants Awarded for 2017!
Angela Reynolds, Annapolis Valley Regional Library, was awarded support to offset her attendance at the
American Library Association Conference in Chicago IL June 22-27, 2017.
Rosalie Gillis, Cape Breton Regional Library, will receive support to attend the 2017 Association of Fundraising Professionals Maritime Fundraising Conference in Halifax on May 31 and June 1, 2017.

Keep the Fund in mind
to help with your Professional Development initiative next year!

For full details see:
http://www.nsla.ns.ca/index.php/about/awards/professional-supportand-development-fund/

26

NSLA Newsletter

thepartnership.ca
Webinars are usually one hour in length and are fantastic tools to use in staff meetings or training sessions.
Registration to the live session includes access to an archived recording for one year.
Usual fee: Members: $45.00 / Non Members: $55.00
Prices for courses vary depending on length and subject matter.

For a complete listing of sessions, see http://www.thepartnership.ca/web

Perks of NSLA Membership!
As an NSLA member you now have access to great discounts on Cineplex movies, VIA train tickets,
hotels, attractions, theatres, tours and more via Perkopolis (to list just a few)? Drop by the website, register and check it out!
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Watch our website for news about
2017 Spring Workshops, and
the 2017 NSLA/LBANS conference:

Libraries 150!
Annapolis Basin Conference Center
Sept 29 - Oct 1
http://www.nsla.ns.ca/

